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Dear Sarah,  

 

I was pleased to learn about the work you and your colleagues have been doing to develop the Pono 

Project to support work in conservation here in the Islands. As you know, we at PCSU are intimately 

associated with many of the non-State and -Federal conservation groups on all the islands by obtaining 

grants and hiring the workforce to carry out this work, and this is done entirely by obtaining external 

funding to carry out the programs.  The resources that Pono Project will provide will be of great benefit to 

carrying out the goals of these groups and, as such, we fully endorse your efforts and look forward to 

working closely with you in the future.   

 

One of the difficult aspects to deal with in our society is balancing social growth with the conservation of 

our important resources.  As the populations on our islands continue to expand and tourism reaches 

further and further into unprotected areas, there is a continuing threat to the watershed and the 

plant/animal species that are found there.  It is important that we have management practices that can 

stem the tide of these events and save the resources for future generations to enjoy, but more importantly 

for preservation of the limited watershed to nourish our growing populations.  We all know that resources 

from State and Federal governments are restricted in their ability to cope with these changes, and with 

their budgets fixed or shrinking it is imperative that other resources become available to all the needed 

conservation work to take place. 

 

Of particular concern for us is that many of the grants that we obtain to carry out this work is from State 

and Federal agencies that require a 1:1 non-federal match in order to meet the requirements of the funding 

agencies.  This is becoming increasingly difficult.  The Pono Project will create a fantastic solution to this 

problem allowing the projects to tap into many additional resources for funding and essentially get a two 

to one return on dollars going into conservation. 

 

We are excited at the prospect of what the Pono Project will be bringing to Hawaii.  We look forward to 

seeing the reward of the great things that you will provide for conservation work here in Hawaii. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Clifford W. Morden 

Deputy Director, PCSU 


